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Purpose: To summarize research done on several Mahoney families who have not been
connected to the GU272 Mahoney family

Discussion:

One family with the surname Mahoney is found among the GU272—Harry Mahoney (GMP-242),
born ca. 1771, and his wife, Anna (GMP-243), born ca. 1775, enslaved on the Jesuit’s St. Inigoes
Manor in St. Mary’s County, Maryland. They had eight known children: (1) Bibiana (GMP-200),
who married Nace Butler (GMP-198); (2) Robert (GMP-222), who married Mary Yorkshire (GMP-
223); (3) Nelly (GMP-245); (4) Harry (GMP-244); (5) Gabe (GMP-246), who married Eliza; (6) Daniel
(GMP-247); (7) Anna (GMP-250), who married Arnold Jones (GMP-249); and (8) Louisa (GMP-248),
who married Alex Mason. Three of the Mahoney children and their families ended up in Louisiana
after the 1838 Jesuit sale. Bibiana and her husband were sold to Jesse Batey and sent to his
plantation on Bayou Maringouin; Robert and his wife were sold to Jesse Batey and sent to his
plantation on Bayou Terrebonne; and Anna was sold to Henry Johnson and eventually sent to his
plantation in Ascension Parish. Parents Harry and Anna were among those who remained in
Maryland after the sale along with five of their children—Nelly, Harry, Gabe, Daniel, and Louisa.
Louisa Mahoney’s descendants have been traced and numerous living descendants have been
found. What little is known about the other four children is discussed in the Georgetown Memory
Project’s numerous memoranda on the Jesuit enslaved in Maryland.

Several individuals in Louisiana named Mahoney were researched in order to determine if they
could be connected to the above-mentioned Mahoney family or any other of the Jesuit’s enslaved
people sold in 1838 and sent to Louisiana. This report summarizesthe information found on those
individuals.

Harry Mahoney

Harry Mahoney was a black legislator in Louisiana during Reconstruction. He was born ca. 1842
in Maryland and sold under the name “Harry Honing,” age 17, by Walter Lewis Campbell, attorney
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for Bernard Moore Campbell of Baltimore, Maryland, in October of 1859. The buyer was John F.
Wyche, a sugar planter in Iberia Parish, Louisiana. Five other enslaved men were included in the
sale—Sam Ford, 17; Alex. Harrison, 18; Jim Harris, 19; Wesley Simms, 19; and Edward Smith, 20.
Each was valued at $1,750 for a total purchase price of $10,500."

According to a 1913 newspaper article about his life, Harry Mahoney was born in St. Mary’s
County, Maryland, on the “Red Berry” plantation on the Potomac River, 15 February 1844. He was
brought up by a family that was reportedly related to Francis Scott Key. According to Mahoney:

In 1859 the Harrison family got into financial troubles and they were forced to sell
their people. | was sold in October, 1859, and taken to New Orleans where | was
again sold to John F. Wyche, a partner of Col. John P. Richardson in the Belmont
plantation above New Iberia.’

No plantation named Red Berry could be found in Maryland. The most likely is Redbud Thicket on
St. Clement’s Bay just off the Potomac River and very near the Jesuit’'s Newtown Manor. The
Harrison family who owned Harry has not yet been identified.

During the Civil War, Harry Mahoney was at the side of his slave holder, Major John F. Wyche, and
participated in the Red River Campaign.? He was sent back home and was on the plantation when
the Union Army came through and razed the area. During one skirmish, Harry hid in the bushes,
afraid to move. Later, he went with Major Wyche to Texas, and upon the conclusion of the war,
he returned to the Wyche plantation until 1865 when he went to New Orleans. Soon after, he
moved to Plaguemines Parish and entered into politics.

Harry Mahoney served as deputy sheriff, in the state House of Representatives (1870-72 and 1880-
92), and as a member of the parish school board. Mahoney was accused of embezzling school
funds, but was acquitted. He was among the publishers of the New Orleans Louisianian.

In 1870, “Henry” Mahoney, age 27, born Maryland, occupation deputy sheriff, is listed on the
census living alone in Plaquemines Parish.” Shortly after the census was taken, he was married to
Harriet Soule (born ca. 1852). That marriage record has not been found. In 1880, they are found
living in Plaquemines Parish with their daughter, Louisia Mahoney, age 8. Harry’s occupation was
Minister.® By 1900, Harry S. Mahoney was a widower, born February 1844, a preacher, with a
grandson, Harry M. Stewart, age 3, living in his household in Plaquemines Parish.” Harry Mahoney,
age 66, is last found on the 1910 census living in New Orleans. He is once again living alone, a
widower, and a laborer at odd jobs.® Rev. Harry Mahoney, a native of Maryland, age 63, died 2
February 1916 at 2411 Amelia Street in New Orleans. He was a widower and clergyman.’ The
1916 New Orleans City Directory lists Rev. Harry Mahoney, pastor of Bethany Baptist Church,
residing at 2411 Amelia.

No record of the names of Harry Mahoney’s parents has yet been found.
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Harry Mahoney’s grandson, Harry M. Stewart, was researched to see if living descendants could
be found for possible DNA testing and comparison to known descendants of Harry and Anna
Mahoney. As previously mentioned, in 1900, Harry Stewart was living with his grandfather, Harry
S. Mahoney, in Plaquemines Parish. The census gives his birth as December 1896. The closest
match on the 1910 census is an 11-year-old adopted son named Harry M. Stewart living in the
household of James and Margret Robertson in Ascension Parish.’® Harry M. Stewart’s
whereabouts after that date are as yet unknown.

Records indicate that Harry Mahoney was married but once to Harriet Soule.”* She was likely the
mother of Louisia, born ca. 1872, who likely married a man named Stewart, parents of the
previously discussed Harry M. Stewart. Harry Mahoney may have fathered another child prior to
his marriage. AMoses Mahoney, born ca. 1869-70, was living in Plaguemines Parish in 1900, 1910,
and 1920, and New Orleans in 1930. In 1900, his wife’s name was Silvey and they had one son,
Harry Mahoney, born 1894, in the household.” By 1910, Moses Mahoney was a widower with two
children in his household, Celia, age 12, and James, age 4.”* Harry Mahoney, Jr., (sic) married in
1915 Mathilde Cooper. The record identifies his parents as Harry and Sylvie Mahoney."* He may
be the same Harry B. Mahoney who died at the age of 38 in El Paso, Texas, in 1931. That death
certificate identifies his parents as Harry Mahoney, a native of Virginia, and Celetin LaFrance, a
native of Louisiana.” This Harry B. Mahoney was married ca. 1927 to Mamie Bell Alridge and had
two known children, Harry Walter Mahoney (1927-1981) and Helen Celestine Mahoney, born
1930. No living descendants of Harry Mahoney or his siblings, Celia and James, have yet been
located.

James Mahoney of Plaguemines Parish

The 1870 census of Plaguemines Parish lists a James Mahoney, age 35, born Maryland, agent for
J.B. Pigniolo, with an inferred wife, Lucy, age 24, and inferred son, Robert, age 7. Also in the
household is Robt Williams, age 3.* The 1880 census lists Robert Mahoney as a 10-year-old boy
boarding in the household of Wade and Caroline Anderson in Plaquemines Parish."” His 1945
death certificate identifies his parents as James and Mary Mahoney.'® Robert was married ca.
1894 to Harriet Barber, his second wife according to the 1910 census, and they had numerous
children. Their descendants have not yet been traced. The relationship, if any, between James
Mahoney and Harry Mahoney, also of Plaquemines Parish and discussed in the preceding section,
is unknown.

Robert, Isaac, and Moses Mahoney of Terrebonne Parish

Two men named Robert Mahoney, father and son, are among the GU272 on the Batey &
Thibodaux Plantation in Terrebonne Parish. The elder Robert Mahoney (GMP-222) was born ca.
1794 and was married to Mary Yorkshire (GMP-223). He likely died between 1854 and 1857 on
Marengo Plantation in Iberville Parish. His son, Robert Mahoney (GMP-225), sometimes referred
to as Little Bob, was born ca. 1821, married Louisa Harrison (GMP-032), and died sometime after
1910. They had one known son, Moses Mahoney, whose descendants have been traced to living
persons, none of whom are known to have done a DNA test. Louisa Harrison, referred to as sickly
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in 1851, died sometime prior to 1870. In 1870, Robert Mahoney, age 55, is found living in
Terrebonne Parish with Matilda, age 36, and Nick (probably Moses), age 21."° Robert Mahoney
and Matilda Baverly were married in 1891 in Terrebonne Parish and Matilda died sometime prior
to 1900.”° Robert died sometime after 1910.

A third Robert Mahoney is found in Terrebonne Parish, but has not been connected to the above-
mentioned GU272 Ancestors or any other GU272 ancestors. He was bornin 1876, and in 1900 was
living with his brother, Isaac Mahoney, born 1877-78, in the household of their mother, Lucy
Cooper.”! Robert Mahoney may be enumerated twice on the 1900 census. Nearby is Robert
Mahoney, born 1875, married five years to Josephine, with their child Louise, born 1896.> No
marriage record for Robert and Josephine has yet been found. Robert and Isaac’s mother, Lucy
Cooper, was apparently Lucy Flutcher married to Edward Cooper in Lafourche Parishin 1871.% The
Cooper household in 1880, however, does not include any children named Robert or Isaac. An
Isaac Mahoney, age 65 and single, appears in the household of Mary Washington as a cousin. The
1964 death certificate of Isaac Mahony identifies his parents as Moses Mahoney and Lucy White,
both of Houma, Louisiana.** Nothing further has been found on this Moses Mahoney and he has
not been connected to the GU272.

Robert Mahoney of St. Mary Parish

A Robert Mahoney and wife Ann are found as early as 1880 in St. Mary Parish, which borders
Terrebonne Parish on the west. Robert was born ca. 1810 and Ann ca. 1820, both in Kentucky.
They had at least two children, Robert Mahoney, Jr., born ca. 1847, and Joseph Mahoney, born ca.
1861. Robert, Jr., left descendants, however, they have not been traced beyond 1900.

Monroe or Manuel Mahoney

Monroe Mahoney was married in 1875 in Terrebonne Parish to Susan Coleman.”®> He may be the
same as Manuel Mahenny, age 28, on the 1870 census in Terrebonne Parish with Susan, age 25,
and three children, Mary, Nancy, and Jinny.?® In 1880, Monroe Mahony, age 40, is found with wife
Susan, age 30, three Mahony children, and three Frank children.”” Census records vary as to where
Monroe or Manuel was born—Louisiana (1870), Tennessee (1880 and 1910), or Maryland (1900).
Monroe Mahoney died in 1918 at the age of 78. His death certificate indicates he was born in
Tennessee.”® This family has not been traced further.

Louisa Mahoney

The household of Anderson Upshaw, age 33, and his wife Louisa, age 26, are found on the 1880
census of Terrebonne Parish.” They are very likely the same family as Danl. Upshaw, age 21, and
Lucinda, age 19, found on the 1870 census of Terrebonne.*® The 1927 death certificate of their
daughter, Louise Morgan, identifies her parents as Andson Upshaw of Natchez, Mississippi, and
Louisa Mahoney, born Louif (?) Parish.?! The 1938 death certificate of their son Willie Upshaw
indicates that his parents, Anderson Upshaw and Louisa Mahoney, were both natives of
Louisiana.** The 1870, 1880, and 1900 censuses indicate that Lucinda/Louisa Mahoney was born
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in Louisiana and the 1880 and 1900 census indicate that both of her parents were born in
Louisiana. Descendants have been traced to 1920, but no living descendants have yet been
identified. This Louisa Mahoney has not been connected to any GU272 ancestors.

Maria, Martha, and Emily Mahoney

Two women with the surname Mahoney are found connected to Chatham Plantation in Ascension
Parish. The February 1865 labor contract between Jno. R. Thompson & Co., Chatham Plantation,
and freedmen lists a freedwoman named Martha Mahoney, age 25.** She was likely the daughter
of Maria Mahoney, age 55, born in Maryland, listed on the 1870 census of New Orleans in the
household of Robert and Emily Danrich.>* Maria’s obituary reveals that Robert E. Dandridge was
her son-in-law, therefore, Emily was undoubtedly her daughter. No marriage record between
Robert E. Dandridge and Emily has yet been found. Emily A. Dandridge died in New Orleans 15
August 1884 at the age of 43.%

Martha Maghoney was a witness at the 1872 marriage of Daniel Dorsey (GMP-257) at St. Mary’s
Assumption Catholic Church in New Orleans.*® In 1880, Martha Mahoney, age 39, born Louisiana,
was living in the household of her mother, Maria Mahoney, age 70, a widow, born Washington,
D.C., on St. Andrew Street in New Orleans.’” Nothing further could be found on Martha Mahoney.

A couple of Marys and one Emily are found among the enslaved on Chatham in 1851, but cannot
be positively matched to any of the GU272.% Furthermore, Emery, age 2 years, daughter of Maria,
slave of Henry Johnson, was baptized in January of 1844 by the Ascension priest.*®> She is around
the same age as Maria Mahoney’s daughter, Emily Dandridge, mentioned above.

The pension of Robert Dandridge and his widow, Mary Alice Banks, was reviewed. Robert’s
previous wife, Emily A. Mahoney, is mentioned, but the file does not provide any details other than

noting her death.”

James Mahoney

According to the 1900 census, James Mahoney was born ca. 1857 in Louisiana, his father was born
in Maryland, and his mother in Louisiana.”* He was married in 1891 to Lilly Rodolph in St. Landry
Parish.” Between 1900 and 1910, James Mahoney moved his family from St. Landry to
Terrebonne Parish, where they were living in 1920. Between 1920 and 1930, James and Lilly
moved to Orange, Texas, where James died in 1934. His death certificate identifies his father as
Nelson Mahoney.**

Only one other record mentioning Nelson Mahoney was found. In 1878, Mary Mahony, daughter
of Nelson Mahony and Ann Mahony, married Joseph Gardiner at St. Charles Borromeo Catholic
Church in Grand Coteau, Louisiana.** Ann Mahoney, mother, age 50, born Maryland, is listed in
the household with her daughter and son-in-law, in 1880 in St. Landry Parish. James Mahoney
could not be identified on the 1870 or 1880 censuses.
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DNA results of several descendants of James Mahoney show matches as close as the four to six
cousin level with several confirmed GU272 descendants. Although both Nelson Mahoney and his
wife Ann were from Maryland, no connection between them and the GU272 has yet been
established.

Henry Mahoney

A Henry Mahoney, age 18, was purchased by William T. Palfrey from Walter Lewis Campbell,
attorney in fact of Bernard M. Campbell of Baltimore, Maryland, in February of 1854. Other
enslaved persons purchased in this transaction include John Taylor, age 22; Henry Cole, age 25;
and Charles Grandison, age 19.* Palfrey owned Ricohoc and Cypremort Plantations in St. Mary
Parish, Louisiana. According to his widow’s pension application, Henry Mahoney was born in St.
Charles, Maryland. He was married while enslaved to Sarah and they had two children, Charity,
who died at birth, and Henrietta. Henry Mahoney enlisted in the Union Army in 1863 and died at
Clinton, Louisiana, during the Civil War. Daughter Henrietta, who is identified on some censuses
under the surname of her stepfather, Abraham Kinchen, married John Boudraux and had several
children. Henrietta died around 1905 near Baldwin, Louisiana.?® The names of her children are
unknown.

Jerry Mahoney

Jerry Mahoney was enslaved by T. Picou of Bonnet Carre, age 60, a native of Maryland, died in
Orleans Parish in March of 1863.* Nothing further could be found on him. T. Picou was likely
Ovide Terence Picou, son of Alexandre Picou and Eloyse Savoir, born in 1821 in St. Charles Parish,
Louisiana.

Charles H. Mahoney

Charles H. Mahoney was married 9 May 1887 in St. Mary Parish, Louisiana, to Sina A. Hurst, by
S.E.H. Morvant, Minister of the Gospel. Witnesses were L.L. Wilcoxon, Ella Crocklin, and Millie
Sennette.”® Charles H. Mahoney was researched in an attempt to determine if he was the same
person as Charles Mahoney (GMP-232), son of Robert Mahoney (GMP-222) and Mary Yorkshire
(GMP-223). The family of Robert and Mary Mahoney were sold to Dr. Jesse Batey and placed on
the Batey & Thibodaux Plantation in Terrebonne Parish. After Dr. Batey’s death in 1851, Henry
Johnson purchased Charles, age 14, and his father Robert, from the Batey estate and moved them
to his Marengo Plantation in Iberville Parish. In 1854, Johnson sold Marengo and its enslaved
people, including Charles, age 17, to Davis and Duralde. The sheriff subsequently seized and sold
the plantation and slaves, including Charles, age 17, back to Henry Johnson in 1857. Two years
later, Johnson sold Marengo and its slaves, including Charles Mahaney, age 22, to William J. Bogan.
This is the last known reference to Charles Mahoney (GMP-232).
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Charles H. Mahoney and his wife, Sina Hurst, could not be identified on the 1870 or 1880 censuses
and both he and Sina died prior to 1900.* They had three children, Charles (born 1888), Elinor
(born 1890), and Wendell Philip (born 1892). In 1900, all three children were living with maternal
relatives, and in 1910, the two youngest were again living with them.”® The eldest, Charles,
appears to have also gone by the name Leo. Leo Mahoney, single, age 37, died at the Central
Louisiana State Hospital in Pineville, Louisiana, in 1925. His death certificate indicates that his
father was bornin Louisiana.” Elinor Mahoney married William L. Floyd in 1915 in Cochise County,
Arizona.”> In 1920, they were living on the Fort Huachuca Military Reservation.>® In 1930, Elinor
Floyd and her daughter Willa L. Floyd, were living in Los Angeles, California, and in 1940, William
and Elinor Floyd were living in Los Angeles with their daughter, Willa Lee Kelly, and son-in-law, Joe
Kelly.>* Willa or Willie Lee Floyd Kelly Terrell died in 1952 and Elinor Floyd died in 1969, both in
Los Angeles.” No living descendants have yet been identified. Charles and Sina’s youngest child,
Wendell Philip Mahoney, married Devona Smith in St. Mary Parish in 1915°° and moved to
Beaumont, Texas, where they had numerous children. Wendell died in Beaumont in 1965.>” No
DNA matches between descendants of Charles H. Mahoney and descendants of Charles Mahoney
(GMP-232) have yet been found.
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